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SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 

American Journal of Science, August.—The earth a magnetic 
shell, by Frank H. Bigelow. This paper gives the vectors of 
the polar magnetic field at the earth due to the sun, together 
with certain deductions from their intensity and distribution. 
Unless the magnetic permeability of the interior of the earth is 
less than 1, which is highly improbable, the polar vectors 
obtained must be interpreted as stream lines flowing round an 
obstacle in the interior of the earth. In other words, the outer 
stratum of the earth is permeable to the external magnetic forces, 
while the nucleus is not ; that is to say, the earth is a magnetic 
shell. The diameter of this impermeable nucleus is calculated 
at 6340 miles, and the thickness of the shell at 790 miles. The 
external polar field is concentrated in two belts, one of which is 
the auroral zone round the poles, and the tropical belt at the two 
tropics. It is a pity that most magnetic observatories are placed 
on the mid-latitude depression. Since both the magnetic and 
the electromagnetic vectors represent cosmical forces of the same 
type as gravitation, connecting the sun with the planets, they 
should be taken into account in general theoretical astronomy, or 
the celestial mechanics of the solar system. It is possible that 
certain irregular motions as yet unexplained may be accounted 
for on the basis of these additional forces.—On the velocity of 
electric waves, by John Trowbridge and William Duane. The 
apparatus used for photographing successive sparks whose images 
were thrown on the plate by a revolving mirror, was substantially 
the same as previously described; but the dielectric used was 
plate glass, and the terminals were made of cadmium. The 
average value for the velocity of electric waves travelling along 
two parallel wires was 3*0024 xio 10 cm. per second, a value 
which differs from the velocity of light by less than 2 per cent, 
of its value, and from the ratio between the two systems of 
electromagnetic units by even less.—On the distribution and the 
secular variation of terrestrial magnetism, by L. A. Bauer. The 
distribution and the secular variation appear to be closely related, 
they obey similar laws, and seem to be connected in some way 
with the rotation of the earth. The'following are some of the 
laws traced by the author: The mean declination along a 
parallel of latitude is always westerly, the minimum occurring 
near the equator. The mean inclination along a parallel of 
latitude follows quite closely the law : tan 1 = 2 tan (j> where I is 
the inclination and <jt> the geographical latitude. The minimum 
range in declination, and the minimum average secular change 
from 1780 to 1885 along a parallel of latitude occurred near the 
equator, the values generally increasing upon leaving the equator. 
The corresponding values in the case of inclination were maxima, 
and decrease upon leaving the equator.-—Complementary rocks 
and radial dykes, by L. V. Pirsson. “ Complementary rocks 55 
are such that if the basic types are combined with the accom¬ 
panying acid types, they give the composition of the main type 
of magma with which they are associated. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES . 

London. 

Royal Society, May 1.—Dr. E. Lindon Melius gave the 
results of experimental lesions of the cortex cerebri in the 
Bonnet Monkey. The experiments were confined to the left 
hemisphere, and consisted in the removal of minute portions of 
the cortex (generally about 16 sq. mm.) representing the centres 
for movements of the hallux and thumb, as well as several 
centres within the facial area. The animals recovered from the 
operation without any sign of sepsis, and were killed from ten to 
thirty-five days after the operation, the brains and cords 
hardened in Muller’s fluid, and stained by the Marchi method. 
Numerous association fibres, both coarse and fine, connecting 
the lesion with the surrounding cortex, were found degenerated. 
These were always most numerous in the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood of the lesion, and mostly distributed to the two central 
convolutions. 

From lesions in the hallux centre degenerated association 
fibres were distributed to both central convolutions to the level 
of the inferior genu of the fissure of Rolando, to the parietal 
lobule, to the posterior portion of the superior frontal convolu¬ 
tion, to the lobulus paracentralis, precuneus, and the gyrus 
fornicatus. Degenerate fibres crossed in the middle third of the 
corpus callosum and were distributed to corresponding por¬ 
tions of the right cortex, the degeneration on the right side 
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being considerably less than on the left. In the lower levels of 
the left internal capsule the degeneration was scattered over the 
area of the middle third of the posterior limb, being somewhat 
anterior to its position in higher levels. From the posterior 
limb of the internal capsule most of the fine degeneration passed 
into the optic thalamus, while the coarse passed on into the crus, 
where it was found in the middle third. Many coarse degenerate 
fibres passed from the crus into the substantia nigra. At the 
decussation of the pyramids the tract divides, the larger portion 
crossing to the opposite lateral column, while the smaller goes to 
that of the same side. The amount of degeneration passing to 
the lateral column of the same (left) side varies from a third of 
all the degeneration in one case to about a twentieth in the 
others. In each case a few degenerate fibres remain in the left 
anterior column after the completion of the decussation. The 
amount varies in different cases, and is not apparently dependent 
on the proportion of degenerate fibres passing to the lateral 
column of the same side. The relations and extent of the de¬ 
generated areas remain unchanged throughout the cervical and 
dorsal cord. The degeneration in the crossed tract of each side 
is evenly scattered over its entire area, the two sides only differ¬ 
ing in the density of the degeneration. In the lumbar region 
the degeneration in each crossed tract and in the left anterior 
column begins to go out, and, in the only case examined at that 
level, the degeneration had not all disappeared at the level of the 
third sacral root. 

In lesions of the thumb centre (ascending parietal convolution 
just above the inferior genu of the fissure of Rolando) degenerated 
association fibres were distributed to the central convolutions 
from the border of the longitudinal fissure nearly to the fissure 
of Sylvius. To a less degree, but in varying amounts, degenerate 
fibres were traced to the posterior portions of the middle and 
inferior frontal convolutions, to the supra marginal and angular 
gyri, the upper or posterior portion of the superior temporal 
convolution, the precuneus and lobus quaclratus and paracen¬ 
tralis and the gyrus fornicatus. Degenerate fibres crossing in 
the middle third of the corpus callosum were distributed to the 
corresponding convolutions of the right side, though less in 
amount and area of distribution. There was a remarkable 
variation in the size of the fibres distributed to the central con¬ 
volutions of both hemispheres, being coarse above the level of 
the lesion and fine below, thus corresponding with the measure¬ 
ments made by Be van Lewis of the corpuscles of the fourth layer 
of the cortex in this region. The arrangement and distribution 
of the degeneration in the posterior limb of the left internal 
capsule was the same as in lesions of the hallux centre, and there 
was the same passage of fine degeneration from the capsule 
to the thalamus. The amount of coarse degeneration passing 
from the crus to the substantia nigra was much greater than in 
lesions of the hallux centre, varying from a half to nearly the 
whole of the degeneration reaching the crus. In one case only 
was there a division of the degenerated tract at the decussation 
of the pyramids such as was observed in lesions of the hallux 
centre, and the amount of degeneration passing to the left 
lateral column was less than in either of the hallux cases. This 
was also the only case in which a few degenerate fibres remained 
in the left anterior column after the completion of the decussation. 
In two cases some degeneration was found in the right capsule and 
crus occupying the same position and following the same course 
as the degenerate fibres in the left capsule and crus, but its 
direct connection with the lesion could not be demonstrated. 
From the level of the seventh cervical root downward the de¬ 
generate fibres steadily and gradually disappeared, and at the 
level, of the third dorsal root there were none left, thus confirm¬ 
ing the results obtained by excitation of the nerve roots. 

The lesions within the facial area were, with one exception, 
along the upper border of the fissure of Sylvius. The single 
exception was in the ascending frontal convolution near the 
inferior genu of the fissure of Rolando. In all these experiments 
the degenerate association fibres were mostly distributed to the 
central convolutions, but in some instances to the posterior por¬ 
tions of the middle and inferior frontal, the superior and inferior 
temporal convolutions, and the supra marginal gyrus. The de¬ 
generation in the corpus callosum was mostly in the anterior 
half of the middle third, and the distribution of degenerate fibres 
to the convolutions of the right hemisphere more nearly corre¬ 
sponded to that of the left than in lesions of the hallux or thumb 
centre. In all the lesions of the facial area the degenerations in 
the uppermost levels of the capsule were in the anterior portion, 
gradually moving backward in the lower levels until they were 
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found in the same position (the middle third of the posterior 
limb) as the degenerations resulting from lesions of the hallux and 
thumb centres. In this backward movement of the facial fibres 
in the capsule there is necessarily a level in which they envelope 
the genu, which would account for the fact that they are gene¬ 
rally described as occupying that position. As in the other lesions, 
most of the fine degeneration passed from the internal capsule to 
the thalamus. In the crus the degeneration was scattered pretty 
evenly over the area of the middle third, exactly corresponding 
to the situation of the pyramidal fibres in the other experiments, 
and not occupying the position usually assigned to them, mesial 
to the pyramidal fibres. No degeneration was found in the 
accessory bundle to the fillet. As in the other experiments, de¬ 
generate fibres were found passing from the crus to the substantia 
nigra. The remaining degenerate fibres began to leave the left 
pyramidal tract at the junction of the pons and medulla, passing 
as single degenerate fibres to the facial nucleus of one or the 
other side. Below the level of the facial nuclei these fibres 
passed to the motor nuclei of the glossopharyngeus and vagus 
on both sides, the majority crossing the raphe to reach the nuclei 
on the opposite side. Occasional fibres were observed which 
apparently passed to some termination dorsal to these nuclei. 
This movement of degenerate fibres continued as far as the 
sensory decussation. A few degenerate fibres (probably thumb 
or finger fibres) remained in the pyramid and crossed in the 
decussation to the right lateral column, and disappeared in the 
lower cervical or upper dorsal region. In some of the facial 
lesions there were appearances of degeneration in the right 
internal capsule, but its connection with the lesion could not be 
demonstrated. 

Paris. 

Academy of Sciences, August 19.—On matches tipped 
with explosive mixtures, by M. Th. Schloesing. The author has 
experimented with a number of mixtures of substances with the 
view of finding a paste endowed with the properties of that mix¬ 
ture containing white phosphorus, and not having its poisonous 
character. The results show that it is necessary to use potas¬ 
sium chlorate, red phosphorus, ground glass, and glue or its 
equivalent, and that it is by no means a simple matter to find a 
perfect substitute for the paste used in tipping common matches. 

*—On the storms and earthquakes in Austria during June, by M. 
Ch. V. Zenger. It is shown that during this period : (1) Solar 
activity has been very great. (2) Magnetic perturbations have 
been very ample and frequent. (3) Earthquakes and cyclonic 
storms of extraordinary violence have coincided with the appear¬ 
ance of numerous and brilliant meteorites, and with the passage 
of numerous shooting stars.—On equilateral hyperbolae of any 
order, by M. Paul Serret.—On permanent deformations and the 
rupture of solid bodies, by M. Faurie.—On the conducting 
power of mixtures of metal filings and dielectrics, by M. G. T. 
Lhuillier.—Researches on the combinations of mercury cyanide 
with chlorides, by M. Raoul Varet. A thermochemical study 
on the combinations of mercury cyanide with the chlorides of 
sodium, ammonium, barium, strontium, calcium, magnesium, 
zinc, and cadmium. The solutions of these double salts do not 
give the isopurpurate reaction with a picrate at 30°, and hence 
the cyanogen remains wholly in combination with the mercury 
at this temperature. On boiling, however, there is evidence of 
interchange of a small proportion of cyanogen for chlorine.— 
Thermal researches on cyanuric acid, by M. Paul Lemoult. As 
in the case of phosphoric acid, the addition of each of three 
equivalents of alkali is marked by a different evolution of heat ; 
the acid is a tribasic mixed acid.—Heat of combustion of some 
/ 3 -ketonic ethereal salts, by M. J. Guinchant.—Determination of 
heat disengaged in alcoholic fermentation, by M. A. Rouffard.— 
On the gum of wines, by MM. G. Niviere and A. Plubert.— 
On the migration of phosphate of lime in plants, by M. L. 
Vaudin.—Origin and role of the nucleus in the formation of 
spores and in the act of fecundation, among the Uredinese, by 
M. Sappin-Trouffy. 

Berlin. 

Physiological Society, July 5.—Prof. Munk, President, in 
the chair.—Prof. H. Munk spoke on contractures he had 
observed in monkeys after removal of the motor areas of the 
cerebral cortex.—Prof. Gad reported some experiments of Prof. 
Nicolaides (of Athens), which had demonstrated the presence of 
fat granules in the pyloric gastric glands and in Brunner’s glands. 

July 19.—Prof, du Bois Reymond, President, in the chair.— 
Dr. Schultz demonstrated micro- and macro-scopically the con¬ 
traction of the unstriated muscle fibres of the stomach of Sala- 
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mander. It was seen that the excised strips only contract 
when they are cut out in the direction of the long axis of the 
fibres, not when the fibres are cut through at right angles to 
their axis. Dr. Rawitz had stained the lymphatic glands in the 
mesentery of Macacus cynomolgus by his “additive” method. 
He found the nuclei of the cells were generally placed excen- 
trically, and contained a minute round chromatin patch. The 
linin network was marked by minute nuclei at the points of 
intersection and attachment. The structure of the plasma was 
quite indeterminate, but it appeared to contain a small round 
body, 2 to 3 (x in diameter, which stained somewhat deeply, and 
which he regarded as van Beneden’s “attraction sphere.” Dr. 
Schultz had examined the optical properties of unstriated 
muscle-fibres of vertebrates in polarised light. It was found 
that although single fibres were not doubly refracting, a thicker 
layer of them was so quite distinctly. From this he concluded 
that the single fibres are in reality doubly refracting, but too 
feebly so to be perceptible. The double refraction became less 
during contraction, from which he concluded that, in accordance 
with von Ebner’s theory, the anisotropic property of the fibres is 
due to differences in their internal tensions, the latter being 
greater in a transverse than in a longitudinal direction. 


BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, and SERIALS RECEIVED. 

Books.—E rdmagnetische Messungen in Osterreich : J. Liznar (Wien).— 
Durham College of Science, Calendar (Reid).—Die Schopfung des 
Menschen und Seiner I deale : Dr. W. Haacke (Williams and Nor gate).— 
Elements of Coordinate Geometry: Prof. S. Loney (Macmillan).—A 
Laboratory Manual of Organic Chemistry : Prof. Lassar-Cohn, translated 
by Prof. 'A. Smith (Macmillan).—Astronomische Mittheilungen von der 
Koniglichen Sternwarte zu Gottingen : Prof. W. Schur, Vierter Theil 
(Gottingen, Kaestner),—Symons’s British Rainfall, 1894 (Stanford).—Forty- 
second Report of the Department of Science and Art (Eyre and Spottis- 
woode). 

Pamphlets.—G eological Survey of Alabama; Report upon the Coosa 
Coal Field : A. M. Gibson (Montgomery).—Plants and Gardens of the 
Canary Islands : Dr. D. Morris (Spottiswoode). 

Serials. —Botanische Jahrbucher fur Systematik, Pflanzengeschichte und 
Pflanzengeographie, Einundzwanzigster Band, 3 Heft (Williams and Nor- 
gate).—Journal of the Institute of Jamaica, April (Kingston).—L’Anthro- 
pologie, To me 6, No. 4 (Paris).—Quarterly Journal of Microscopical 
Science, August (Churchill).—Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society, 
August (117 Victoria Street).—Longman’s Magazine, August (Longmans). 


CONTENTS. PAGE 

Sir Samuel Baker and Northern Africa. By J. 

W. G.409 

Bio-optimism. By H. G. Wells.410 

The Glyptodont Origin of Mammals. By R. 

Lydekker, F. R. S.411 

Our Book Shelf:— 

De Marchi : “ Le Cause dell’ Era Glaciale ” .... 412 
Rawitz: “ Leitfadenfiirhistologische Untersuchungen. ” 

—A. A. K.412 

Letters to the Editor:— 

The University of London.—W. T. Thiselton- 

Dyer, C.M.G., F.R.S.413 

The Nomenclature of Colours.—Herbert Spencer . 413 
Clausius’Virial Theorem.—Colonel C. E. Basevi . 413 
Incubation among the Egyptians.—J. Tyrrell Baylee 414 

Mountain Sickness.—George Griffith.414 

How was Wallace led to the Discovery of Natural 
Selection ?—Dr. A. B. Meyer; Dr. A. R. 

Wallace, F.R.S. 415 

A Problem in Thermodynamics. ( Illustrated .)—E. 

Blass .415 

A Remarkable Flight of Birds.—R. A. Bray .... 415 
The Ipswich Meeting of the British Association . . 415 
A Souvenir of Challenger Work. (Illustrated.) . . . 417 

Dr. Friedrich W. G. Sporer. By W. J. S. L. ... 417 

Notes.418 

Our Astronomical Column:— 

Reappearance of S wift’s Comet.421 

The Latitude Variation Tide.421 

The Solar Parallax from Mars Observations .... 421 

The Sun’s Place in Nature. X. ( Illustrated .) By 

J. Norman Lockyer, C.B., F.R.S.422 

The Iron and Steel Institute.425 

The Spectrum of Helium. By W. Crookes, F.R.S. 428 

University and Educational Intelligence.430 

Scientific Serials.431 

Societies and Academies.431 

Books, Pamphlets, and Serials Received.432 


© 1895 Nature Publishing Group 



















